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SUBJECT: US/EC NEGOTIATIONS ON TOXIC SUBSTANCES 

REF: BRUSSELS 4043 

1. MICHEL CARPENTIER, HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
SERVICE, BRIEFED ECONOMIC COUNSELOR MAY 31 ON DECISION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL TO MANDATE THE COMMISSION TO 
NEGOTIATE WITH THE US ON TOXIC SUBSTANCES (SEPTEL). 

2. CARPENTIER EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE USG WOULD AGREE 
TO NEGOTIATIONS AND PROPOSED THAT INITIAL DISCUSSIONS TAKE 
PLACE JUNE 29, 30, IN WASHINGTON. CARPENTIER SAID HE 
COULD PARTICIPATE HIMSELF ON THESE DATES. HE ALSO 
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SUGGESTED THAT A SECOND MEETING COULD BE SCHEDULED FOR 
SEPTEMBER 29 IN BRUSSELS, I.E. AFTER THE GENERAL US/EC 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTATIONS SEPTEMBER 27-28. 

3. CARPENTIER SUGGESTED THAT. IF THE US AGREES, THE JUNE 
MEETING COULD DEAL WITH THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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(A) FRAMEWORK FOR THE AGREEMENT 

(B) RECENT DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES 
IN THE US 

(C) RECENT DEVELOPMENTS RELATING TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES 
IN THE EC 

(D) NEXT STEPS. 

HE SAID HE WOULD WELCOME US SUGGESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL 
TOPICS. 

4. CARPENTIER STATED THAT HE IS HOPEFUL THE TALKS WILL BE 
SUCCESSFUL IN AVOIDING POTENTIAL TRADE BARRIERS AND THAT 
IT IS URGENT TO BEGIN THIS EFFORT SOON SINCE THE US IS 
MOVING QUICKLY TO IMPLEMENT REGULATIONS UNDER THE TOXIC 
SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT AND THE EC IS ALSO MOVING TO 
DEVELOP ITS REGULATIONS IN THIS AREA. 

5. HE ALSO SAID HE BELIEVED STRONGLY THAT THE BILATERAL 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE US WOULD BE COMPATIBLE WITH BROADER 
MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS ON TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND COULD 
EVEN CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE LATTER. 

6. ALTHOUGH COMMISSION WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
NEGOTIATION, MEMBER STATES REPRESENTATIVES WOULD ALSO 
ATTEND NEGOTIATING SESSION. CARPENTIER STRESSED THAT 
MEMBER STATE PARTICIPATION IS NOT AN EFFORT TO TIE THE 
COMMISSION'S HANDS IN ANY WAY SINCE THE COUNCIL HAD GIVEN 
THE COMMISSION THE FULL POLITICAL SUPPORT OF THE MEMBER 
STATES. 
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7. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE WILLINGNESS TO ENTER 
NEGOTIATIONS AND ACCEPTIB ILIT Y OF PROPOSED DATES. 
HINTON 
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